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Soroptimist Programme Action News

Welcome to the February 2023 edition of the Programme Action News

To translate this Bulletin into Chinese, Khmer, Thai, Indonesian, or Malay, please use the ‘View this email
in your browser’ link above, and click the translate button.

To access all links and stories, please log in to the website with your member details.

FROM OUR PROGRAMME CONVENOR

Happy New Year 2023 and for Chinese New Year on 22 January.

There are many exciting things planned across our 13 countries, now
131 clubs and more than 2,300 members. We expect to action our 5
Federation themes and implement our new strategic plan, while
rebuilding after covid and strengthening our relationships locally and
globally. Thank you for all clubs submitting their reports by 31
December 2022, which shows our productivity.
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We are pleased to be part of the global policy and impact negotiations in ways like CSW67
Commission for the Status of Women (UN NY), IWD, G7 invitations to connect with Civil7 and Y7
for youth under 30, Environment, adult literacy, voice for the girl child, 16 Days eliminating violence
against women, and Human Rights. This also allows us to amplify our 5 federations together on
special topics like Education, SDGs and gender equality in many forms. In our own 13 countries,
we are advancing after covid in many measures including law and policy for gender equality,
multiplying impact of empowered women, better transparency (less corruption so money goes to
the right places), and leapfrogging technology so vulnerable people are better informed to make
their own decisions. Our Programme team monitors trends so our advocacy and projects can have
more impact in the right ways.

In February we celebrate international day for Women and Girls in Science. See the UN
Secretary General's and UNESCO statement HERE. If you are interested in these international

policies and benchmarking please flag that we me so | can connect you with kindred spirits.

In this edition:

1. Thank you for all the clubs who reported in 2022. Use your database for your AGM
reporting (after 31 January)
Theme for January is The Power of Education
Art Competition for students - Living with Nature

»

See our video with other Federations with Maureen Maguire 24 January 2023
Watch the SISEAP video here

5. Closed: CSW67 self fund. But you can register online to view special events;

6. Closed: Early Bird registration for Dublin HERE

7. Toolkits for International Women's Day HERE

8. 3 ways to donate - S| Presidents Appeal, Disaster Appeal, our Brilliant Futures Fund
9. Top Tips for reporting in our database - Anne Allen

10. Mongolia - peek at projects and achievements

11. Welcome new President for Singapore, Linda Pan

12. Federation highlights from 16 Days of Activism

13. What to expect in 2023

Soroptimist International educates, empowers and enables females to realise true potential. It is

widely demonstrated that:

e education is the key for escaping poverty - for a girl, woman, family, community and a
country
e education is the pathway for empowerment and choice as an informed citizen, as highly

skilled worker or entrepreneur or advocate or ethical politician
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e community education underpins social cohesion and resilience capacity in adverse
situation like conflict, disasters or disease. Informed citizens are powerful for prevention
and recovery.

So, ensuring girls and women have a chance to be educated in basic, intermediate or advanced
skills and knowledge, is the wisest long-term investment. For international aid and development,
investing in women’s education provides the quickest results for a country to become stronger
(OECD and IWDA). Furthermore, educating girls is the key for doubling GDP for whole countries,

as women assume gender-equal-futures.

Sustainable Development Goal 4 is to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all, with seven targets, three means of implementation.
Cesarina Gigante presents an overview of 3 years with 2022 interim database shows Soroptimist
scholarships and how many girls and women benefitted. Watch the SISEAP video here

We are especially pleased with the number of scholarships for students and bursaries for
education expenses, as well as donations towards more school supplies and operations. We also
acknowledge the temporary schools that set up in emergencies from floods, fires, cyclones and
earthquakes across our federation as we help parents and children find some routine and learning
during those difficult times.

On 24 January International President Maureen Maguire held a webinar showcasing all of the 5
federations with the contribution Soroptimists make towards a better future. Our federation shared
our refugee schools in Malaysia — Building Bridges Beyond Borders. The short report is HERE.

Please view online for Maureen’s Webinar.
Every dollar and effort for better education makes a difference. Look how far we have come.
Dr Donnell Davis,

Programme Convenor 2022-2024

swpprogramme2020@siswp.org
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FROM SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL

Soroptimist International SI Convention Poster Project.

If your Club was accepted to submit a poster for display at the convention, please
note that one requirement states "Each of the selected posters must be
accompanied at the convention by at least one member of the submitting Club,
Region, National Association or Country". If your poster will be not accompanied
by a Club or Region, please send a pdf copy of your poster and information about

the poster to President Christine at swppresident2020@siswp.org So that we can

arrange to meet the requirement.

, links visit
n the website

the program

Announcement: CSW67 Self funded nominees
We are proud to announce that Judy Toll from S| Perth and Sineat Som from SI Phnom Penh

will be accompanying SISEAP President Christine Johnstone and SISEAP Programme

Convenor Donnell Davis to New York to attend CSW67.
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So what is it about? Primary Theme is Digital Technology for women (accessibility, cyber
security, data literacy, entrepreneurship, environmental impacts, empowering intergenerational

education). The Review theme is Rural Women.

The Zero Draft is HERE so Soroptimists can shape the future expectations during our

negotiations, and you can too.

SISEAP Parallel Event - Digital Democracy for Disasters

SISEAP will be presenting an in person Parallel event at CSW67 to be held on
Thursday 16th March. This is early on 17th March for our countries. The event can
be recorded and streamed live to our SISEAP Facebook post. Watch the website or

social media for announcements.

Did you know that you can still participate in CSW67? NGOCSW are hosting virtual parallel

events. To register to attend these virtual events go HERE

Soroptimist International will be presenting 4 parallel events at CSW67. 3 will be
virtual and the 4th will be in person. You will need to register for each event, but to
view the event, you will need to be on the NGOCSW virtual event platform. You will
need to register as per above. For Event details, dates and times, and registration

visit the CSW67 page on our website.

FEDERATION PROJECT

SISEAP Federation "Living with Nature Art" Competition
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President Christine, is excited to announce the SISEAP

mist

Soro
Art
Competiti

Federation "Living with Nature Art" competition.

This Art competition will amplify student's voices, they will be
able to illustrate their concerns, ideas and thoughts through

visual art. The art competition will creatively engage and

. . promote environmental change through the students art
Living with Nature

work.

Participation in the art competition will be via clubs. Clubs are encouraged to hold a "Living with
Nature" art competition in their community. Clubs will promote and engage with schools and
students. Clubs will need topromotethe art competition, judge submitted entries
and announce category winners. The winning entries will be forwarded to HQ for Federation
wide judging. The Federation will showcase art works and announce the winners of each
category on World Environment Day 5th of June. Clubs should provide a certificate/ award at
their Club level.

Participation in the art competition will showcase young perspectives through artistic skills, so
students engage, present concerns, and promote environment solutions. We seek their ideas

on what they see as the cause, effect and solution.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Extended dates for Clubs to complete this event.

Clubs are encouraged to engage and promote this art competition, which is open from the 1st
February to the 10th October 2023. Read more HERE.

Download the Toolkit HERE.

As you know this is our current Federation

project that enables Clubs to apply for a
B ri I I ia nt Q grant to undertake a project.

Has your Club donated to this in the last 12

= Q&
(R— { ) >

| —_— months? If not, there is still time to do so.

u res Fu n d Part of the grant includes regular updates

and reports have been received from Sl

/,m:(%wa% to flture /ﬂ%éz%féa«
v Bangsar, Sl Petaling Jaya, and Sl Port

Moresby on the progress of their projects.
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Read more about their projects HERE.

Nomination are now open for Round 4!

Do you have a Club project in need of funding? Funding is open to a current project

for a new stage of implementation or a new Club project.

Nominate

Soul Sisters
Every Dish

has a Story
’ Celebrity Chefs
S| Ba, Fiji

OUR VOICE Women’s Forum

for Trainees
— e —

Wednesday, 18 January

1pm AEDT
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Our SI Sisters from Sl Ba, presented a great Soul Sisters event, it is now available for viewing

from our YouTube platform. | encourage all to watch this video.

The members of Sl Ba take us on a tour of their Women's Forum training centre, we meet the
women who are learning skills at the centre and learn how to make two traditional Fijian dishes.
It is well worth your time, even arrange to premier at your next Club meeting. View the video
HERE.

Would your Club like to host the next Soul Sisters event? If so, get in touch with

SISEAP President Christine Johnstone at to organise a

date and time. This is a great opportunity to showcase a project your Club is working

on.
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SISEAP DISASTER APPEAL

Syria and Turkey Earthquake

Since the Syria and Turkey earthquake on the 6th of February we watch in horror the suffering
of our fellow human beings. The deep sorrow we feel as we witness the devastating
destruction of communities, the loss of thousands of lives, livelihoods and the tearing apart of
families, every day the death toll rises as humanitarian agencies work to save lives. This
earthquake will leave deep scars for generations. We must also remember that there are

many Soroptimist Sisters in Turkey who have lost everything.

Urgent need is required, as sisters of our world wide community, we have come together to

assist in previous disasters and we will do so again. We are stronger together.

SISEAP will set up humanitarian appeal for the Earthquake victims, as we receive donations,
these will be sent to the S| European Federation for them to distribute to Soroptimists working

on the ground in Turkey. Visit the DONATE page to pledge your assistance.

DOMNATE

SISEAP Disaster Appeal
Thank you to everyone who has donated energy, expertise and money to support others. Danger,
disease and disaster are the definitions of Harm. SIE statement We stand up for women in war

zones can be found HERE.

Our Soroptimist Pledge includes our commitment to helping others. Projects to help women in
disasters include our own climate refugees, Pakistan, Myanmar, Israel, and Ukraine are SDG
16.3

SISEAP Special Appeal - Ukraine Humanitarian Crisis, to support European Soroptimists in their
humanitarian response to aide women and girls impacted by the ongoing Ukraine crisis. It is now

a year since displacement and conflict, with international legal steps slow to enact positively.
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WE STAND UP FOR WOMEN IN WAR ZONES

& | . )

S| PRESIDENT APPEAL

OPENING DOORS
10 A BRIGHT FUTURE

Have you or your Club sent in your donation to the Sl President's Appeal? Giving day was on
the 10th of December with your cup of coffee foregone. You can make a personal donation
through the website. Please read about the valuable education projects currently being

undertaken in 2 countries Cambodia and Georgia. Find out more HERE. President Maureen

cannot continue without your help.

DONATE NOW
Experiencing an international Convention is a
SOROPTIMIST .
|NT[R|!A““"Q.'. {\ high point for any Soroptimist. We listen and
(:ﬂ'l’fﬂ'“'.llli ‘ learn from expert speakers, attend workshops

-~ "
: (_;ﬂ'“‘?f/m oz to gain insights and knowledge that we can

© CCD, Dublin « 27-29 July 2023
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bring back to our clubs and communities, and forge valuable new friendships and partnerships

with other Soroptimists around the world.

For many members in our Federation, the dream of attending Convention is beyond their reach
due to financial constraints. With this appeal, we aim to raise funds to help one or more

members get to Dublin this July and be inspired to deepen their Soroptimist connection.
Please give generously to support the next generation of Soroptimist leaders.

Closing date for donations is 31 March 2023.

DOMNATE

ADVOCACY WORK

What are priorities in your country?

What are Clubs doing in advocacy?

Advocating on behalf of women is a core Soroptimist
function. The new international statement on the rights of

women and girls is HERE.

A sneak peek at Mongolia is HERE

The Programme team would be pleased to hear what your

Club is doing.

FROM OUR NATIONAL PRESIDENTS

S| Singapore National President Report
By Linda Gan

It is my honour to present my first report in my new role as
National President of Singapore. Singapore is a small island city-

state and we have three Soroptimist Clubs.

A highlight to start off our term was the official visit of SI South
East Asia Pacific (SISEAP) President Christine Johnstone. Her

presence was timely to grace the occasion of the anniversary

celebrations of two of our clubs: Sl (Singapore) Garden City in its
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16th year and Sl (Singapore) Orchid in its 6th year. Christine
also held meetings with each club individually to discuss issues
and provide valuable guidance.

Singapore was also honoured by the visit of SISEAP President-Elect Joanne Yeoh. Joanne put together
an excellent presentation about Soroptimism for an audience of members, guests and prospective
members. A special session was held for a gathering of interested Young Persons with a view to forming
a new Club, Singapore’s first Young Adults Club as we aim to increase our membership and target
younger members.

With the relaxation of strict COVID-19 restrictions, our Clubs are slowly resuming in-person
projects. These include the Sree Narayana Mission Nursing Home for the Elderly (SI Garden City)
amongst others.

Advocacy related to violence against women continues through our clubs’ support in their capacity as
members of the Singapore Council of Women’s Organizations (SCWO). After months of discussions and
gleaning feedback from both men and women and members of the SCWO, the Singapore Government
released its White Paper on Singapore Women’s Development. The White Paper on Singapore
Women’s Development reflects the Singapore government’s shared vision towards a fairer and more
inclusive society, where men and women partner each other as equals, and both can pursue their
aspirations freely and to the fullest.

The year-long, nationwide Conversations on Singapore Women’s Development that engaged nearly
6000 participants over 160 conversations took stock of the current efforts to empower, uplift and
support women and gave voice to the collective aspirations for Singapore women, resulting in 25
collective action plans by the Government and community. Some of these action plans include
equality in the work place, towards a fairer and more inclusive society, equality in the family, protection of

women against violence and harm and many more.

Linda Gan

swpsingapore2020@siswp.orq

S| Singapore National President

BEST PRACTICE AWARDS

4 SISEAP Best Practice Awards 2023

Nominations are open for Clubs to submit entries to
the Best Practice Awards.

A Club may nominate a project for each of the 8 Objectives. When your Club wins,
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status can be shared widely.

To nominate complete this form

PROGRAMME REPORTING DATABASE

Having problems with the Programme Database?

If you have any issues logging in to the SISEAP Programme Database, please contact Dr

Donnell Davis, Programme Director swpprogramme2020@siswp.org.

Top Tips by Anne Allen Zone Coordinator for

Zone 1l

Thank you to all the Clubs that were able to submit their
information into the Programme Reporting Database by
31st December 2022. The Programme Team is now

processing this data so that everything will be finalized by

the end of January 2023. Once this is completed Clubs will
be able to download their Annual Reports. Also Reports for
submission to the UN and other agencies will be able to be

undertaken using the data you have provided.

You can still enter activities undertaken in 2022 into the Programme Reporting Database,
however some of this may not be captured for the numerous reports currently being prepared
but will be on record for use at a later date. Remember you can Re-use previously published
Reports, so if you have an activity, you undertake every year, Re-use the previous report,
and update it with current dates and information. You can also RE-use a Rejected Report

and use this as a basis to improve and change your Report.

The attachment of photos to Projects has been fixed. This includes images and also PDF'’s,
so if you have a Project outline or feedback- this can also be attached as a PDF. This is only
available for Projects.

The new SEAP Web page provides a Quick Link from the Members Home page to
PROGRAMME. This will give you a range of Help documents and access to the Programme
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database. Or you can enter the URL <https://www.reports-siswp.org> to go direct to the Logon

page for the Database.

We will be working on some Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) to add to the information
already available - so please don’t hesitate to contact the Programme Team if you have any
guestions about Programme

SISEAP Members Home

Quick Links

ﬁ Downdoacts Membership
4 v
@ Branding/Media ﬁ Conferences/Events
Coening ]
Soon

Programme

@
@

Anne Allen
Zone 1 Programme Coordinator

swpprogrammezonel2020@siswp.org
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SISEAP joined S| President Maureen Maguire and the other 4 Federation Presidents to
celebrate UN Education Day 24th January 2023. Maureen's Sl President's appeal, ‘Opening
Doors to a Bright Future’, has paid significant attention to the instrumental role that education
plays in providing women and girls with opportunities they would not access otherwise. The
webinar showcased some of the effective education projects delivered by Soroptimist clubs
worldwide. Each of the Presidents were able to showcase the valuable education work
delivered by their Federation members to deliver on the SDG 4&5. Read the report HERE.
Watch the SISEAP video HERE.

Listen to the complete webinar HERE.

Last Month, Dr Saradha Narayanan APD2 showcased the Asia Pacific Performance Report
Card. This helps up prioritise our efforts for post-covid action. UNESCAP will interrogate SDG
6,7,9,1 and 17 in March 2023. HERE

As we prepare for 8 March International Women's Day we salute SDG 5 - gender
equality. Please take photos of you hugging yourself. Theme is Embracing Equality - Crack the

Code for a gender equal future. Toolkit is HERE

In January we recognise Education SDG 4 (Cesarina Gigante APD1) highlights our statistics

for Soroptimist work over 3 years. This document can be found HERE.
SDG 13 (climate) SDSG11.7 (cities) For disasters - Traditional Indigenous Knowledge can be

most effective for todays solutions. Please see HERE This knowledge with today technology can

leapfrog innovation for safer futures for all.

UN DAYS

February

6 February International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation (A/RES/67/146) SDG5

10 February World Pulses Day (A/RES/73/251) SDG2

11 February International Day of Women and Girls in Science (A/RES/70/212) SDG4
13 February World Radio Day (A/RES/67/124) SDG 17
20 February World Day of Social Justice (A/RES/62/10) SDG16

21 February International Mother Language Day (A/RES/56/262) Keeping culture SDG 16.10

March
1 March Zero Discrimination Day [UNAIDS]
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3 March World Wildlife Day (A/RES/68/205) SDG15 (land) SDG 14 (oceans)
8 March International Women's Day SDG 5

20 March International Day of Happiness (A/RES/66/281)

20 March French Language Day (French)

21 March International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (A/RES/2142 (XXI))

21 March World Poetry Day (UNESCO 30 C/Resolution 29)

21 March International Day of Nowruz (A/RES/64/253)

21 March World Down Syndrome Day (A/RES/66/149)

21 March International Day of Forests (A/RES/67/200)

22 March World Water Day (A/RES/47/193)
23 March World Meteorological Day [WMO] (WMO/EC-XII/Res.6)
24 March World Tuberculosis Day [WHO]

24 Marchinternational Day for the Right to the Truth concerning Gross Human Rights Violations and

for the Dignity of Victims (A/RES/65/196)

25 March International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave

Trade (A/RES/62/122)

25 March International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members

AROUND THE FEDERATION

16 days of Respect - Action to End
Femicide (2022 results)

Thank you all Clubs who made special
efforts over the period 25 November (

Eliminate Violence Against Women and

Girls Day) to 10 December ( Human Rights
Day). Your advocacy is changing legislation,
policy and practices to prevent, intervene,
recover from family violence and to change

our behaviour's and attitudes in society.

Stories from Western Australia HERE

Stories and photos from Townsville and Mongolia Amgalan HERE

Stories and photos from Griffith and Brisbane Water (NSW) HERE


https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=5bf857538a&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=edb846ae7f&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=b02472f3f5&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=a5bf9e3864&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=cbe0083fde&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=c3b9496aa9&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=0ec49ef81b&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=dfb0f944cd&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=41de34f864&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=44aabe878e&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=4dc63bbd67&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=1f512eaba1&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=2b1a8e7101&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=5e35f8d243&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=e7a2b05794&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=4e8f4bd776&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=9947b22a3c&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=837a6d4a29&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=22c19e0dbc&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=ae427f71d4&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=04bac5ff41&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=04bac5ff41&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=ac97787a6f&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=21bf1a484e&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=21bf1a484e&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=3bf8d86a30&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=02cc4c65f5&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=d968f634b6&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=d9c82ee3d3&e=1491db00c5
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=b4328f9bc5&e=1491db00c5

Sl Brisbane Water - 16 Days Action
S| Brisbane Water members joined with around 300 people who marched through Gosford on

Wednesday, December 7, demanding action on putting an end to domestic and family violence.
Coast Shelter CEO Michael Starr said, " the event heralded the end of the United Nations’ 16
Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence, an annual international campaign that
concludes on December 10.

“This is really all about raising awareness on the Central Coast around the scourge of domestic
and family violence and gender-based violence,” he said.

Starr said statistics showed that the problem was not improving in the region, which has
alarmingly high domestic violence incidences. “This issue is at the heart of our community,”
“We are a smart and wealthy community in a smart and wealthy nation and yet we still have
women’s safety at the top of our social issues.

“It is not good enough. “When you see the number of children under the age of 12 with their
mums in our crisis refuges it breaks your heart. We had over 40 children in our refuges just last
night and that trauma sticks with these kids all their lives.”

This sums up the issue for many communities throughout our Federation. We must never stop

being visible and raising awareness,.




Sl Nelson - 16 Days Action
Bringing an end to Gender Based Violence, means that Soroptimists Amplify their actions to

raise awareness and advocate for change. Sl Nelson held a very visual display using shoes to
spread the message of loss to their community. Partnering with Nelson City Council. Shoe
boards were set up in the Nelson City Council, Halifax St window and were displayed for the 16
days. Nelson's Mayor Nick Smith came and viewed us setting up the boards - the pic just
shows the centre board. We have lots of orange in the actual window too and Nelson and
Waimea club's teardrops flags. Our shoe boards were set up in the Nelson City Council, Halifax
St window and will be displayed until 9th December. Nelson's Mayor Nick Smith came and
viewed us setting up the boards - the pic just shows the centre board. We have lots of orange

in the actual window too and Nelson and Waimea club's teardrops flags. Image has the Mayor

with Annette Smith and Joy Oakly
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Funding Fairer Futures
Around the world donor countries are being
urged to report on their impact on women,
girls families and communities.

Linl |I||.I.||I||I The little red parts at the bottom is the

amount that countries can trace to

Source: OECD. 2021, Aid in Supgort of Gender Equality and Women's ppé; tat dded Investment IntO Women. ( Source OECD’
IWDA 2022)

In Australia, the new government requested input from Soroptimists to frame a new foreign



policy which we concentrated on impact on women, girls, families and communities. We
addressed implementing Soroptimist International Position Statements. HERE Fairer Feminist

Futures

However, other countries have completely changed how funding is decided - Sweden Norway
Finland, Canada, Germany (in progress), European Union, Australia (in progress), New
Zealand (in Progress). Despite Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard is the global champion,
along with New Zealand's Helen Clark, their initiatives were stalled for a decade. Pilot programs

have been successful, especially in projects in the Pacific.

- ——— e S e Housing older women is a special topic
51 olish stamp dut Boost density in
n middle suburbs .
Conpsstion o e for all our countries, as the second greatest
O tive , Boost density alon . . . - -
! o w8 © tamportcomdors hidden epidemic. The right to shelter is a
it 1 O CGT on primary residence . i . L.
g (9 ©  "mpacton housing basic human right (since 1948) but it is
l E’) p affordability
] | being eroded. The quickest increase in
|
ke m.(;.)m.. " S homelessness is in Older women, so it is
’ [Political difficuty: O @ oifficult @ |

o acces g or 0

important that we address the triggers that
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cause this as well as provide safe short-term
and long-term shelter.

Soroptimists are always involved in helping others, not just in natural disasters, or violent
situations, or covid circumstances, but in economic hardship too. Soroptimists step up when
someone is in harm's way - danger, disaster or disease. The diagram above shows both
positive and negative impact of policy impacts. Sometimes the best ways forward is to multiply
impact by having a suite of policies that meet special community needs.

HERE is global site

HERE is site within our Federation area.

S| South Queensland Region has ongoing participation in decision-making bodies for the next
decade addressing the housing crises. This way Soroptimists can advocate for honourable
legacies from the investments into the 2032 Olympics and Paralympics in SEQ.

This long-term advocacy will be part of President Maureen's SDG presentation to UN in July
2023.

Projects in this area over the past 3 years will be reviewed in the coming month. This will

guide us on how to be more effective in future. Watch this space.
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MS HARRIET ROGAN & MS CIARA PREECE

SUSSION WITH MS HARRIET ROGAN & M§ CIARA PREECE (VOLUNTERES FROM

MDM RAIA NOORMA (SID), DR SARADNA NARAYANAN (S10), DR MIZA (SID),

STERTON (JUST VOLUNTEER UK), MOM EMA STARINA (RUMAK AMAN) &
RAH (RUMAH AMAN) DN 5TH AUGUST 202

S| Damasara - Building Bridges

Beyond Borders

BBBB is an educational collaboration
between Just Volunteers! (UK) and

S| Damansara where international students
from various universities overseas and local
university students are placed in
homes/learning centres under SID’s support
to provide teaching and mentoring support
to local underprivileged children, orphans
and refugees. In 2022 alone, 1000 girls and
28 women were educated and supported in

many ways.

Although this is an ongoing project with 5 refugees schools and supplementary support

systems, it is still worthy of our appreciation for the voluntary efforts and strong ongoing

partnerships.

"A quote from Mrs. Ema, the Principal from one of Rumah Aman: We can’t thank Harriet and

Ciara enough for the time, dedication and hard work, teaching team Ocean. Everest and

Waterfall groups for the past few months. Thank you for helping the children come"

DID YOU KNOW?
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Wake up Call for Humanity!

b2 _ The most recent agreements from COP27 Climate
" .and COP15 Biodiversity Conservation have been
" billed as a wake-up call for humanity. Some

/,‘-countries have actioned this already since
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What can we expect in 2023?
Soroptimists are championing :

24 January Education Day

IWD 8 March International Women's Day

CSW67 6-19 March Commission for the Status of Women in New York

June - Environment Day - Week - Month

July - SI Convention in Dublin

8 September Literacy Day

11 October - Day of the Girl Child

25 Nov- 10 December - 16 Days of Respect (Eliminate Violence Against Women and
Girls)

Human Rights Day

A reminder to send in your work as soon as you have completed it. The Programme

team love hearing and promoting Club's advocacy and project work. It also helps

provide ideas to other Clubs in the Federation.
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