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| »' | President

Joanne Yeoh 2024202

| came across an article about Rama, a Syrian woman, who was lured to Lebanon under
the pretense of a job opportunity. Upon arrival, she was confined in a derelict house in
Jounieh, a city known for its red-light district. There, she and other women were subjected
to inhumane conditions, including forced labor and sexual exploitation. The windows were
painted black, and they were not allowed to leave the premises. Rama described the
experience as being akin to slavery, stating, "We slept where we worked and we couldn’t
go out, not even to see the light outside." Her testimony aligns with details obtained
independently by The Guardian from security and judicial sources involved in the
investigation of the network. The operation enslaved 75 Syrian women over four years

before being dismantled by authorities.

CLUB SECRETARY NEWS

Announcement of Nominations for 2026-
2028 Position Holders

Nominations are invited for the following
Federation positions. The successful
candidates will take office on

1 June 2026.

Elected Positions
Communications Convenor
Finance Convenor
Governance Convenor

Membership Convenor
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Assistant Membership Convenor [3 positions]
Programme Convenor
Assistant Programme Convenor [2 positions]

Programme Zone Co-ordinator [4 positions]

Appointed Positions
Archivist
Friendship Link Co-ordinator
ICT Liaison
Programme Communications Co-ordinator
Programme Database Support

Webinar Training Co-ordinator

There are 2 nomination forms, one for Elected Positions and one for Appointed Positions.
The completed nomination form, CV and photo must be sent to the Federation Secretary
/ Returning Officer at federationsecretary@siseap.org with a copy to HQ hg@siseap.org
by 5pm Thursday 28 August 2025 Australian Eastern Standard Time [AEST].

Assistant Membership Convenor - Asia
2024-2026 Biennium

Expressions of interest are being called
for the Federation position of Assistant .’Oin our Team
Membership Convenor - Asia. This is a =

great opportunity to play an important role

within our Federation Membership Team

for the remainder of the 2024-2026
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Biennium.

Federation Secretary 2024-2026

We warmly welcome Cynthia Martin as our new
Federation Secretary, taking over from Berice Julian for
the remainder of the 2024-2026 Biennium.

Our sincere thanks to Berice for her valuable

contribution, and best wishes to Cynthia

as she steps into the role.

Company By-Laws

The Company By-Laws have recently been updated and

are now available for all members.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

o Soroptimist Volunteer Celebrations in

Winter

From where | am writing to you, the days
are now shorter and nights longer, winter
is here. The sudden drop in temperature,

with snow, wind and lots of rain tells us so!

In 2025 Australia National Volunteer week
was celebrated from 19" — 25th May. In
New Zealand National Volunteer month

was recognised with “The Big Shout Out”
campaign, celebrating volunteerism from
15" to 22" June.

Image from: https://www.walkmyworld.com/posts/new-

zealand-in-winter

| understand National Volunteer Week in Asia is not a globally recognized event like the
ones in Australasia. However many organisations and countries in Asia host their own

volunteer weeks or events to celebrate and recognize the contributions of volunteers.

How did your club celebrate volunteer week? How did you recognise your wonderful

volunteers during volunteer week?

To capture the joy of friendship and fun we would love to share some photos of
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your 2025 volunteer week activities. Please send to Membership Convenor Kristeen

Johnston at membership.kristeen@siseap.org

Friendship Links

The past few months have been quieter in terms of

friendship links formed, but | have been delighted to be

copied into the correspondence between clubs that have

formed friendship links and are now looking to extend & Q
their relationship through visits, the sharing of ideas and QIENDSﬁ‘
possibly working collaboratively on a project. Keep up

the good work and | look forward to hearing more from

you.

PROGRAMME NEWS
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SISEAP WEBSITE - MEMBER AREAS

Webinar Tutorial <&

VIEW HERE

SISEAP Website - Member Areas Tutorial

Watch the tuturial to learn what information is available in the member areas of our
website, creating a club page, posting events, viewing the membership Directory and

other resources.
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Find a Club

Members may have noticed that when you
click on "Find a Club," the map showing
the club's location is not working. This is
because Google Maps, like many other
major tech companies, has shifted from a

free service to a pay-as-you-go model.

Currently, SISEAP is working with
Joomstore (our website provider) and
Google, with whom we have a nonprofit
(NFP) token, to fix this issue.

In the meantime, you can still view a list of clubs by
clicking the "List" link at the top of the page:

Marfuist ]

COMMUNICATIONS & EVENTS

S| Annual General Meeting

Soroptimist International AGM 2025
Saturday July 12 07:00 BST
4:00 pm AEST (Sydney Time).

Please note you will need to register to

attend the meeting.
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(] SIGBI Conference

SoroPtlmlSt SIGBI 91st Federation Conf
: st Federation Conference
I [lt:_etrr[??:[' O_rl%lJ 31 October — 2 November 2025

Registrations close 12th October 2025

Soroptimist
International

Convention 2027

30 September to 2 October 2027

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL %
GLOBAL VOICE NEWSLETTER =

SUBSCRIBE HERE



https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=5a7e2f1ffe&e=01495f7775
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=bbda12353d&e=01495f7775
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=e76ad40549&e=01495f7775
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=517dfdbf4e&e=01495f7775
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=ab9a21a9aa&e=01495f7775
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=e220490370&e=01495f7775

Copyright © 2022 Soroptimist International South East Asia Pacific, All rights reserved.
This email was sent to all Soroptimist International South East Asia Pacific Clubs

Our mailing address is:
Soroptimist International South East Asia Pacific
PO Box 1400
STRAWBERRY HILLS, NSW 2012
Australia

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list



https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=60d7ab5d49&e=01495f7775
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=60d7ab5d49&e=01495f7775
mailto:hq@siswp.org?subject=eBulletin%20Content
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=86146ada7a&e=01495f7775
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=d4eebd96f6&e=01495f7775
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=caf28ebfb1&e=01495f7775
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=5cd4ec4e44&e=01495f7775
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=839674b2c0&e=01495f7775
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=2f50ba134f&e=01495f7775
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=230fa7b06c&e=01495f7775
https://siswp.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=011ddbe30bc3a05b19decd188&id=3267add1c7&e=01495f7775
siseap.org

